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AWARDS AND NOMINATIONS

ITSS Best Ph.D. Dissertation 
Award 2008

The prestigious IEEE ITSS 
Best Ph.D. Dissertation Award 
is given annually for the best 

dissertation in any ITS area that 
is innovative and relevant to prac-
tice. This award is established to 
encourage doctoral research that 
combines theory and practice, 
makes in-depth technical con-
tributions, or is interdisciplinary 
in nature, having the potential to 
contribute to the ITSS and broad-
en the ITS topic areas from either 

the methodological or application 
perspectives. 

A selection committee evaluates 
the applications for the IEEE ITSS 
Awards and proposes candidates for 
final approval by the ITSS Board of 
Governors. The first and second prize 
winners receive an award of USD 
$1000 and USD $500, respectively.

The award certificates are 
given out at the ITSC conference 
where the recipients give a brief 
presentation of their work.

In 2008 the selection com-
mittee had to evaluate a large 
number of proposals for excel-
lent Ph.D. dissertations. The 
ITSS Board of Governors finally 
unanimously nominated the fol-
lowing dissertations for their sig-

nificant contribution to ITS and 
their originality.   

We congratulate Dr. Shinko Y. 
Cheng, University of California, 
San Diego for his Ph.D. disser-
tation “A Multilevel Framework 
for Human Body Structure and 
Pose Estimation and Human 
Gesture Analysis using Volu-
metric Scene Reconstructions 
with Applications in Driver As-
sistance Systems” for the first 
prize and Dr. Caspar Chorus, TU 
Delft for his Ph.D. dissertation
“Traveler Response to Informa-
tion” for the second prize.

The prizes were awarded at the 
banquet of the IEEE Intelligent 
Transportation Systems Confer-
ence in Beijing, October 2008.
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From left to right: Sudarshan Chawathe, Shinko Cheng, and
Fei-Yue Wang.

From left to right: Sudarshan Chawathe, Caspar Chorus, and 
Fei-Yue Wang.
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IEEE Medal for 
Environmental and 
Safety Technologies
(Sponsored by Toyota 
Motor Corporation)

New Fellows of the IEEE

The IEEE Medal for Environmen-
tal and Safety Technologies was 
established in August 2008.

It may be presented each year to an 
individual, or to a team up to three in 
number, for outstanding accomplish-
ments in the application of technol-
ogy in the fields of interest of IEEE 
that improve the environment and/or 
public safety. 

The first presentation is scheduled 
for June 2010. The award consists of 
a gold medal, bronze replica, certifi-
cate, and cash honorarium.

In the evaluation process, the fol-
lowing criteria are considered: public 
benefits of the contribution; degree 
of improvement in important perfor-
mance metrics; innovative design, 
development or application engineer-
ing; favorable influence of the contri-
bution on technical professions.

Recipient selection is administered 
by the Medals Council of the IEEE 
Awards Board.

The committee includes:
Fumio Harashima, Chair �

Alberto Broggi �

Thomas Conte �

Toshio Fukuda �

Thomas N. Rubinstein �

Mark Schaffer �

Robert Shapiro �

C.K. Toh �

Pravin Varaiya �

Joseph Ziomek. �

Nomination Deadline — 1 July, 2009. 
Web: www.ieee.org/portal/ pages/about/
awards/sums/environmentmdl. html.

To discuss the nominations, 
please contact Alberto Broggi at broggi
@vislab.it.  

Each year the IEEE nominates 
 distinguished members for sig-
nificant contributions. 

The grade of Fellow recognizes 
unusual distinction in the profes-
sion and is conferred by the Board 
of Directors upon a person with an 
extraordinary record of accomplish-
ments in any of the IEEE fields of in-
terest. The accomplishments that are 
being honored shall have contributed 
importantly to the advancement or 
application of engineering, science 
and technology, bringing the realiza-
tion of significant value to society. 
The IEEE Fellows are an elite group 
from around the globe. The IEEE 
looks to the Fellows for guidance and 
leadership as the world of electrical 
and electronic technology continues 
to evolve. We congratulate the follow-

ing two members from our Society to 
their elevation to the grade of Fellow 
by IEEE effective January 1, 2009:

Chai Toh, Nanyang 
University, Singapore 
for contributions to 
C o m mu n ic a t i o n 
Protocols in ad hoc 
Mobi le  Wi reless 
 Networks.

Mohan Trivedi, 
University of Cali-
fornia, San Diego 
for contributions to 
Intelligent Trans-
portation Systems.
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